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GITMO DETAINEE 063'S FATE: CHINA'S RURAL RAGE  CRUISE-SHIP CRIMES
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By JULIE RAWE

TKE 50 MANY OTHER TALES OF CRUISE-
ship crime, Janet Kelly's story be-
gins with a cocktail and ends with a
confidentiality agreement, Six vears
ago, on the last night of a Mexican
eruise returning to Los Angeles, the
Arizona businesswoman stopped at a pool-
side bar before dinner. The bartender, who
in the days prior had been friendly but not
overly flirtatious, handed her a fruity con-
coction that had an unwanted kick. Kelly,
who is convinced that the drink was

drugged, says she felt her legs go rubbery

and her mind turn to mush as the bartender
led her to an emplovees-only restroom and
raped her before she passed out cold.

After flving home the next day, she
went to a hospital and was tested for evi-
dence of sexual assault. The FBi1, which is
the lead agency for investigating incidents
involving ULS. citizens on the high seas,
took several weeks to interview the bar-
tender, who claimed what happened in that
bathroom stall had been consensual. After
her eriminal case landed in the “he said, she
said” file, Kelly sued the cruise line, which
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promptly fired the bartender for miscon-
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orew members and passengers are official-
Iy verboten) and sent him home to Jamaica.
Several months later, she discovered
through private investigators that he had
been hired by another cruise line.

What's unusual about Kelly's story
aside from the rehiring of the bartender,
who was booted once again after his new
boss learned he had falsified his employ-
ment records—is that she is able to tell so
much of it. Unlike many other cruise-crime
victims, Kelly, 49, settled her lawsuit with
an agreement that allows
her to talk about her expe- Z
rience, although she can't 2
name the cruise line or the
size of the settlement. This
week she will testify before
a congressional committes
as it debates whether there
needs to be greater federal
oversight of the booming
cruise industry, which
served 11.2 million passen-
aers last vear, up 63% since
a0}, Although the vast
majority of passengers are
American, cruise ships
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steer around most U.S. laws by registering
in foreign countries. Because of murky
jurisdiction issues, the companies report
erimes to the FBI on a voluntary basis.

In the wake of several recent missing-
persons cases aboard cruise ships—at least
28 in the past three years—lawmakers are
trying to determine whether those incidents
and other crimes at sea get reported accu-

| rately, let alone investigated and prosecuted.

The politician leading the charge, Congress-
man Chris Shays, represents the Connecticut
district that had been home to hunky honey-
maooner George Smith, whose mysterious dis-

SPEAKING UP Kelly
plans to tell Congress
about getting raped
by a ship’s bartender




appesmnce from a Royval Caribéesn croise in
Juby was initially dismissed by the ship’s cap-
taim ns an secident or suiclde, despite g
suggesting foul play. Among the deumestic el-
emnends that have emerged in the case: Smith
drank ahsinthe, which may cause halhseina-
tioms, & few hours hefore he vanished in the
Moditermanein: a giant bloodstain was found
bl hits Bealcomoy; somne of Tris deinlong bod-
dies, who demy any wrongdoing. got kicked
afff the boat m few days bater after a femalc
pasenger aovused them of mpe.

The media frenzy surrounding the on-
going Smith investigation has dredged up
other unsettling cases. Omie coneetns her-
rian Carver, a sometime investment bankes
from the Boston area who disappeared im
i disring a weeldong Celebrity cromse to
Alasks. Her cabin attendunt has testifled
that when he reported his suspicion that
she was no longer aboard three days into
the vovage, he was told to keep putting
fresh chocolntes on her pdlloor. At the end
of the trip, his supervisor pleced Carver’s
belomgings in storage without notifying hee
family or the swthoritees,

The supervizor was fired for what a
ciMmpany spokesman inssts was a rare
breakdown of a solid reporting system. But
Shays st sold on that. He is brying to de-
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termine whether crulse lines are keeping |

some crirmes off the books, “There's a hoge
incentive o downplay any incident, o =il
on, =ays the centrist Republican. ™15 golng
of & cruiss the perfect way to commit the
perfect crime?

The few statistics wvailable arer’t koo
comforting. Nio o tracks the total number
of incidents cruise ships report bo LU Taws
enforcement agencies. The Fel opsned just
305 cruisg-crima imvestigalions firesirs SRR
o September 2005, suggesting that aither
those floating hotel-casinos ane some of the
safest places on earth or this caseload is just
the: tip of the iceberg. Evidence supporting
the katter: the Fm generally won't loak inbe
an onboard thelt unless the items stolen
are worth more than 510,000,

Oither countrics appear to put cven
fesreEr rezourees inio investirating cruises
ship crime. For imstance, Reginald Fer-
guson, assistant crime commissioner for
the Bahamas, in which many ships are
registered, sys bis office has examined
“manyhe ome or twa incidents malving ULS
citizeres over the kast three or four vears,”

That meeans the -:|11'|:|' anitbwritios mmost
eruisa-orlme victims can furm to ane the
ship's secursty persanne], who have a stromg
imcentihve to protect the industry's fun-in-
the-sun mage. “The cruise line controls the
seene of the crime, condrols the witnesaes,
cantrols the evidenee,” says Mimi attormey
James Walker, who represented Kelly “1ts
all being fllered through the company’s
risk-management department.” Court doc-
uments seen by Tive
back up that con-
lepdion. In one cass,
a passerer whin was
examined on board
fior evidenca of gang
rupe sued the cruise
line after ship sseu-
riby. by allowing housekeeping to repeibed-
Iy stearn-clean the carpet, [iled o presene
the: all=ged crime scene. In another case, &
passETger werused of sexual sssvult lestified
thut a ship security officer coached him to
stake that “mo sex was performed by snyone”
Cruise linas, says maritime lavver Charles
Lipeon, “are silenthrworking agwinst the vic-
tim. They'ne busy trying ko make sure orim-
ireal cases don't see e lght of day”

Perhaps that's the reason only 7% of the
133 fecberal investigations into skl as-
saull over Uhe pecst [ive vears wers prosecit-
ad. Why were 835% of the cases dropped?
Says Bill Carter of the FBE: "By th time we
cam gl o [the victim and witnesses|, a pe-
riod of time has passed, people’s memories

&éls going on a cruise the
way to commit
the perfect crime?¥?

— COMGRESSMAN CHRIS SHATS

a lack of evidence because it was cleomed.”
Michael Crye, president of the Inter-
naxtiomal Counedl of Crudss Lines, insists that
the low imcidence of reported crimes reflects
the genemally safe ervironment on the ships,
Despite cases like Kelly's, he notos, orudse
employvees are vetted more rigorously than
hospitality workers onshore and undergo a
eckground check by the U5, State Depart-
ment. Royal Caribbean reported that its
vialent-crims I'..-Ih"ll-l.il.}'l‘ﬂ: was 15 incidents
Ter 1O, O prestgle cm bosand, “Yhere appros-
irmatedy 30 timas safer theen Aumiersean cornm-
murities in general.” s the cormpany s hoad
of fleat operations, Captain Bl Wright, who
rriainitaing tht Bovel Caribébeam discloses o
ery imcident, even petty thedts, toauthorities.,
i |-|:-:|_'-:~.-r|;;|;=l;n‘,i1¢ -;-nngn-:-:inn.ﬂ ]'.-'rl:-'l:-.:.
Crye siys beand several amise-line officials
meet with the FRI, the Coast Cuard and Cuos-
toms and Border Protection lnst month to
“shore wp any percerved deficiencles in re-
[_u_rrh;";.z," At the sarme timie, i nssistant dh-
rector Chris Swecker says he is consldering
dn-_l'.E||_|5}]1'|E|‘_|t-l'|rd. program o train cruise-
;i|||_:|u$lrg. sevuriby chisfs o 1T Ve avi-
demsie collpction by nsing such tnodi as mape
kitz and bood tests for date-rape drugs
Bty Kelly and other vietims of craise-
shipcrimees, changeslike those won't adedress
the larger lssue of whether the industny can
e trusted o police itself. A recently formmexd
activist group called Intermational Craise
Victims is poshing to place the eqguivalent
of fecleral adr marshals on cruise ships.
That is undoubtedly an uphill battle,
Blven the resmurces
the industry has to
oppase it. Carndval,
the workls biggest
CTIISE COMMaNTY, ret-
itexd  pescomd 8353 mil-
lion im  the last
cuarter alome. And
thir George Smith case didnt stop Foval
Caribbean from ending the year with a
record profit of 8716 million, The ndustry
can nse thnse rlr'r'r. |1-nr'l:|:'|"= boa b 65k 1361
cermned lavwmakers. According to the Cen-
ter fior Responsive Politics. from jlntlur}'
2004 o July 2005, the erdse industry
spent 3209 million on federal lobbyving.
naarly 51 million more than Wal-Mart did
during the sme period. That may be why,
ageconding o Congressmman Shays, “thom's
vt been any real oversight. Ever, I:«Cr”:r.

fr v, i prepsred b take on the industry

| ared endure miense scrubing along the way—

hecanse, she says, “yvou just keep thinking
ahout the next poor sucker who climbs

aboard.” —With reporting by Brian Beansil

change, they were intoxksated, or there is | Washingles and leanns DeQuine Wiamd
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